
I did not wish for the design curriculum I experienced to be completely different, but a few 
things which I did feel could be considered are as follows:

1. Designers are first and foremost humans, and 
somewhere that humane factor begins to dissolve. 
Can the curriculum be such that there is a dialogue 
on what we make of our own selves in the 
process? Design brings with it incredible freedom 
and imagination which demands responsibility on 
the part of every individual.

2. Design students need to connect with students 
from other non-design institutes covering different 
aspects and sections of society because design 
does not and cannot function in seclusion. 

The attitude that we are creative people is a 
myth, everyone is creative, and design requires 
as much of science or sociology or literature as 
their specific students and professionals would. 
Collaborations on real time projects should be 
encouraged as well as use of Creative Commons, 
Open Source tools etc.

3. Relative Grading at my Graduation School was 
a hoax. Such systems make the entire learning 
seem so superficial.



4. There seems to be a constant hunger for approval and praise. Making something useful and appropriate is 
important but fear hampers thought and egocentrism blocks healthy exchange.

5. Stereotypes, trends are good to know but limiting to follow and harp about. Design Schools raise much 
hullabaloo over big names and resources. It is great to know what’s happening around, it’s essential to 
understand what’s happening inside the student’s mind as well. There needs to be a focus on developing 
your own insight because that is what would create new “solutions”.

6. Not just design students, but all students should take out time to play, perform, create music etc.

7. Student involvement in society as well as micro contextual needs should also be encouraged because it’s 
important for them to retain a strong lifestyle.



7. Students should have a choice in terms of managing their course structure and projects. A Design 
Curriculum should be organic enough to incorporate suggestions and varieties in the approach such as 
material, technique or thought.

8. The resources, materials, equipments available are meant for usage and hence should be available 
to students when they really need them the most rather than being limited to demonstrations and few 
assignments.

9. The subjects taught should not be as fragmented as they usually are. There should be visible and 
perceptible connection between them. 

10.  Last but not the least, when faculties are not available, students should be allowed to take any project 
they feel like for that module rather force a faculty whose expertise is  some other subject to take that 
module. 
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